Statement on UK-wide mandatory food waste reporting

An estimated 40% of food is wasted globally', causing an estimated 8-10% of global emissions?
and using an estimated 28% of the world’s agricultural land area, larger than China and India
combined?.

An estimated 10.4 to 13 million tonnes of food are wasted in the UK annually* - equivalent to
approximately 26-33% of the UK’s 40 million tonnes of food imports per year®.

UK food waste causes an estimated 36 million tonnes CO2eq in emissions domestically and
overseas®, costs businesses and citizens approximately £19 billion’, and UK on-farm food waste
alone is estimated to use an area of agricultural land half the size of Wales? - land which could
be used to help sustainably feed the UK and restore nature to address the biodiversity and
climate crises.

At a time of climate crisis, food inflation and food insecurity, this food waste is a scandal.

The UK has a historic opportunity to halve its food waste by 2030, under its international
commitments to Sustainable Development Goal 12.3.

The first step to dealing with this problem is food waste transparency, without which we cannot
know how much food is wasted in the UK, or meaningfully assess progress.

There is over a decade of evidence to show that voluntary food waste reporting has failed - with
a tiny minority of businesses publicly reporting their food waste figures.

We need mandatory food waste reporting.
We, the undersigned, call on the UK government to:

1. Urgently deliver a response to the Consultation on improved reporting of food
waste by large food businesses in England® - which closed in September 2022.

2. Putforward a legislative proposal for mandatory public reporting of food waste for
businesses, to be introduced by the end of 2023, including:

a. Coverage of all food business sectors, including primary production,
manufacturing, retail and hospitality and food service - to ensure coverage
from farm to fork.

b. Coverage of medium and large-sized businesses', to ensure adequate
coverage within each sector.

c. Mandatory measurement for all medium and large food businesses to be
introduced from 2024 (for mandatory reporting by 2025, preferably by Q1).

We also call for the devolved administrations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to
implement mandatory food waste reporting legislation for medium and large food
businesses, from farm to fork.

We urge MPs, Lords and other policymakers within the UK government and devolved
administrations to take action to indicate their support for mandatory food waste
reporting for medium and large food businesses, from farm to fork including primary
production.
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Organisational signatories:

Feedback
The Sustainable Restaurant Association
Olio
Friends of the Earth
This Is Rubbish
Greenpeace UK
Sustain, the alliance for better food and farming
Nature Friendly Farming Network (NFFN)
Green Alliance
. Too Good To Go
. Soil Association
. Wildlife and Countryside Link
. Landworkers Alliance
. LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming)
. Toast Ale

. FoodCycle
. FareShare
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https://feedbackglobal.org/
http://www.thesra.org/
http://www.olioapp.com/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/
https://www.thisisrubbish.org.uk/plentytoshare/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/
https://www.sustainweb.org/
https://www.nffn.org.uk/
http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/
https://www.toogoodtogo.com/en-gb
https://www.soilassociation.org/
https://www.wcl.org.uk/
https://landworkersalliance.org.uk/
https://leaf.eco/
https://www.toastale.com/
http://www.foodcycle.org.uk/
https://fareshare.org.uk/

18. Feeding Britain
19. Plan Zheroes

20. Winnow

21. Oddbox

22. Slow Food in the UK

23. Hubbub

24. The Community Supported Agriculture Network UK

25. Riverford Organic Farmers
26. Sodexo

27. CH&CO

28. The Felix Project

29. Power Knot (UK) Ltd

Public figures/academic signatories:

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall

Dr Carrie Bradshaw (University of Leeds)

Dr Dave Beck (University of Salford)

Dr Jordon Lazell (University of Essex)

Dr Maddy Power (University of York)

Prof Bob Doherty (School for Business and Society, University of York)
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'® We use the government’s definition, which states that businesses will be considered large if at least two of the
following criteria are satisfied: 1) Turnover of £36m or more, 2) Balance sheet of £18m or more, or 3) 250 employees or
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